Def. Doc. / 613A (1) 


Excerpts from the Interrogation of MATSUOKA, Yosuke 
Sugamo Prison, Tokyo 


Z.March 1946 


Q- In March 1941 what was the nature of the conversation 


or visit that you had with Ambassador Steinhart in 
Moscow? 

I think it was when Steinhart gave me a luncheon in the 
Embassy. After lunch -- of course it was between our~ 
selves as I said in a book -- your President was the 
biggest gambler in the States. Laughingly, you know. 
Now, won't he gamble with Japan just once and if he says 
that he can't trust Japan won't he trust me just once 
and tell China to nesotiate directly with Japan? I will 
do just another fair thing for China, and TI asked him to 
send those words to Washington. 
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Def. Doc. # 613-4 (2) 


Excerpts from the Interrogation of MATSUOK., Yosuke 
Sugamo Prison, Tokyo 


1946 
did you agree upon with the Fushrer and von 


Rinpentrop at these meetings held in Berlin? 


As In Berlin the first time I called On Hitler, he immediately 
broached the Singapore question, and by way of joking and 
bluff, I caid like Japan would take Singapore before she 
allied herself with Germany, but saying that was a joke. 

In conclusion I said but as a matter of fact that question 
that is whether -- I am talking to you the sense of the 
thing -- whether Japan would take Singapore or when she 
would take Shingapore, that must be left to Japan alone 

to decidé. Whereupon Hitler saw the point, you know, that 
I meant by saying that that it was included in Greater 
East Asia, and Germany had nothing to do with it. wWhere- 
upon Hitler dropped the question and never referred to it 
again, and vonkRibbentrop on that occasion said nothing 

in the presence of Hitler and the rest of them and the 
time was devoted largely to the describing by Hitler of war 
conditions in Europe, particularly western Europe. With 
Hitler or von Ribbentrop I never discussed about the 


possibility of war with America. 
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Def. Doc. # 613 A (3) 


Excerpts from the Interrogation of MATSUOK.., Yosuke 
Sugamo Prison, Tokyo 


arch 1946 

Now, did Admiral Nomura go to the U.S. as ambassador during 
your term of office as Foreign Ninister? 

I asked him and for three months he refused, but I 

insisted because I thought he wes best man to go out to 
Washington. 

ind was he still there when you left office in July of 
1g? 

Yes. 

Why 41d you consider Admiral Nomura the best suited person 


to déal in these matters? 


I know him to be a friend of the democrat and he had many 


friends among the navy men and he was very popular, and I 
thought he was the best man to improve and maintein peace 
between the two countries. And years ago, you know, when 
I was in SNR, one day I urged upon Admiral Nomura while he 
was in the Navy Office, to become Japanese Ambassador at 
Washington, which he refused. Moreover, he was a most 
intimate friend of mine from our youthhood. 

What wes the oause of his many friends in America and the 
high regard which you considered him to hold in Jmerica, 
that you considered him best suited to send at that time. 


His personel amindility. 
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Def. Doc. # 613-.. (4) 


Excerpts from the Interrogition of MATSUOKs, Yosuke 
Sugamo Prison, Tokyo 
14 March 1946 
Q. Now, Article 3, "Germsny, Italy and Jspw agres to cooperate 
in their efforts on tus aforesnid lines. They further 
undertake to 1sce15t one snother with all political, 
Economic 2nd militavy mécu's when one of the three con- 
tracting p»rties is vtacked by 9% power at present not 
involved in the Europeon War or in the Chiness-Japanéese 
conflict." Did that orticle give rise to any considerable 
discussion before the Privy Csunvil? 
Yes, naturally. 
Cen you tell me, at least in substance, wht was the nature 


of the discussion? 


Japan's taking part, for instance, immediately in the war, 


and I said that we understood afte consultation it rested 


with Japan alone to decide whether 9 join or not to join 


in the war. nd Germany and Italy equally had that righ’. 
Yes, well this article here doesn t state in so many words 
that there shall be a consultation to determine this. 

I think either on the face of thet treaty somewhere, or 

in a secret understanding. 

There was that understanding? 


Yes. 
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Def. Doc. No. 615 - A (6-10) 


(Excerpts from the Interrogation ef MATSUOKA, Yosuke) 
Sugema Prisen, Tokyo 


615-/-6 


5 Mercn 1946 


(Pege 14) 
The Tri-Pertite Alliance was concluded by Imperial 
rescript also, wasn't it? 


Yes. Not concluded, but the edict came out when 
it was decided to conclude.it. 


You personally eppeared before the Emperor and 
argued in frvor of this alliance? 


T explained. 


Did you say that you were opposed or in favor 
of it? 


In favor:of it. In the preamble of the Tri»Party 
Pact, the old Japanese tradition idea was tncluded. 
The universal concordia or universel peace. 


But the theory was the Emperor of Jepan would be 
the guiding influence? 


No, not necessarily. Let each nation have its own 
place and right to work out its own destiny. That 
‘means vniverseal concordia,. 


615-A-7 
*@ March 1946 


(Page 2) 

9, Did you, shortly after entering upen the duties of 
this office, have a conversetion with the then Ger- 
man Ambassador to Japan, whose name was OTT, in 
which you then invite? or welcomed closer cooperatien 
with Germany? 


Wesn't it General Ott? 


Yes, he wes ambassador. 


He celled on me at my private hous@yp: THE FAT CAE BoIs.ore/d 
“inister alweys, when he takes up his office, BERos og oc an 


ell the embasseadors and ministers. 


That I understand, but did you tell Ambassador Ott 
cu thet time taat you would welvome cioser v¢ilab- 
oration with Germany fer your government? 

Did you tell him that? 


Well, not exactly closer cooperetion or cellaberation. 
I said the same thimg to Mr. Grew and others. 


Def. Doc. No. €7 35 -4 (6-7 


Q. °ell, what wes the principal purpose of the question? 
‘hat were you seeking to determine? 


h. I wanted to know whet Germany was. then thinking about 
Americdé, end her reletions with America, Then I would 
determine the course of Japanese actions accordingly. 


er 


» And-that was also true of the Russian Situation? 
A. Yes. 


®, When Stahmer errived here, early in September, he 
called on you? 


A. Yes. 
There wes already a German Anbassedor here? Generel Ott 


Stehmer was only Minister Plenipo*entiary, without 
post. 


Did he explein whet his mission wes? 


General Ott accompenied him to my residence. I do 
not exectly recall how he seid it, but he came to see 
the veneral conditionsin Japan, and whether it wes pos- 
sible tc conclude a trezty, end I told them to sit down, 
and I starved my questions. 


Oo, What sort of a treaty did Stahmer want to conclude? 


A, I think he wasn't very definite about it. ‘Some close 
relation with Japan, 


Q.. Vill you tell us more in detail what this first con- 
versation was, that you had with Stehmer? ‘ 


A. I will tell you - cf course we spoke for an hour or 
two, and I don't recell now the details. 


®. You were anxious to meke such en alliance, weren't you? 


A. No, not particularly. That depended on the German 
answers. First, I asked I‘r. Stahmer what was Germany 
thinking about émerice, and her relations with America. 
Now, I seid that Germany wes enxious to avoid any clesh 
with Americe. I said now wait, from whom may I consider 
these words come from? Stahmer, without hesitation, re- 
plied that we migh* consider these words coming directly 
from Von Ribbentrop, the Foreign Minister of Germany. 
Yhereupon T proceeded to ouestion him, The second question 
wes what Germany as thinking of her relations with America 
after the war. He replied that Gérmeny wished to be on 
friendly terms with America and it was silly - I think he 
said that it was silly - to think Germeny would attack 
America, that Germany necds after the war the improvement 
of relations bétween Germany and fmerica, and peaceful 

‘ pursuit. I said all right, and then I said this - that 
Japan was anxious to improve and reedjust the relations 
between Soviet Russia end Japan, and to get a neutrality 
treaty or non-eggression treaty. The ere tvo treaties 
preposed for Jexan and Soviet Yissia, FORM HUD AWE EA opts pre doc/a62az1/ 
treaty end a new draft. They were alrescy at the time 
taking up the matter. ~ 1 wes anxious to conclude one ‘or 
the other. That is, in a word Japan desires to heve a 
good close relation with Soviet hussia. Now, would it be 
possible for Germany to use her good offices between 
Soviet Russie and Jepan end help Japan to do so - to 
accomplish the end - and Stahmer said yes. 


F 
wer 

4 6 

tire 
a 
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° 
And some sundry things. And in the course of conversetion, 
Stahmer expressed vhat Cermeny would elso like Japsn torer.) 
the Chinese nz new, I sana that Joven is very enxious 
to en] the Ch anese thing. -d $5.. thet is ehout the main 
points enortad to Frenter Korave and the War Minister 
end Novy Mircist £ _trsy told me to proceed 
with tne conversanic j 


~ , | 
Pages you say vrot were the scincipal consideretion for this 
TriePurty aiitenze? Why cid you esriter into tris pect? 


2ir Ee ting 
‘ving out anti- 
your 
some 
Americ : 
all over tiie < 
art sooie 196; 
all united, 


cot 


ernian svietns could be 
used by an orcer wee afraid of tais, 
So one dey when suits 5 4nerican students 
of Geinan origin might carry ous propegentdea aiming at an 
Amerteon-Jepsnese wa nnd if it was sterted, I came to 
the conclus?on thet we hed no means to prevent ts We 
would be powerless, ‘Thi ) hunging like a night- 
mare all through my young cay 1 your country, and in 
every condidceretion oc re.- ons between Americs and Capan 
T never lost sight of this p Myo Licey. Now, by coming to 
cleser relations with Hitier, {[ mignt prevent tnat. Thet 
is the first consideration I was 50 afr2id of it that I 
never disclosed it, Second, I wented to l2mit the sphere 
of the Euverean war, and to prevent 1ts spreading to Last 
Asia. That i¢ second. And third, by coming iato closer 
relations, I might grecu2aliy influence Gerneny to end the 
wer, in cooperation doth with fmerica, and America influenc- 
ing Great Britein. and fourth, that my frinel aim wes from 
the start to aporsach /merica, but in crder to do so you 
have to have some svrong stand end approach your country 
with dignity and some strength. And then some other sundry 
Es ance ations. 


‘fs fC) ES et ct 


Pa 

ee us 4 tell you that past the middle of September I was one 
Gay eimost on the point of broeking off, 1 had conversat- 
ions with General Ott end Fr, Svahmer several times, and I 
wes on the point of breaking it off, 


Q. What was the understanding with respect to Germany, con- 
cerning this Tri-Perty aljtance? “hat was her purpose? 

“id they explain to you why they were now anxious to con-- 
clude this pect with Japan? 


A. No, they don't say exectly. whey said eney: wanted to 
come into closer relations witn Japan, 


A. and as foreign minister, didn't you ARABS y ORD SAM ro/doe/d62a 1 
reason for taat sudcen desire on the part of Hitler's Go 
ment? 


A. Noa, TI put those questions, end I was satisfied with the 
answers, eni sat sried that this pact vould prevent war 
from spreediag. 


C. Now, you visited Berlin, didn't you, and\alked with 
Ribbentrop and Hitler, didn't you? Yas that Bfter the’ 
conclusion of the pact? 


Nef. Doc. No. (- 


A. Yes, 1% cane pbout this wey - on the doy we concluded 
y eyore over the telephoue sith Von hibbentrcep 

‘ : both inritea me to visit trem, 

mere Ticht, I may GO 80- £0, 

Faccpe Buc thet egain - in 


er ®irst to Yoscow? 


‘teonpes one day and 
wentto Berlin. 


= wito Oshima? 


on busiaess. 


“$08, OF particularly 
yas Ohasni? 


; f .o aptied on the German 
before GRU NH to teragine whetaer or oot 
government woot © ‘ tefied te you stopped 


first in iicscov, Four he > maiutesea, oF eet Lite ’n un- 
truth? 


A. I @on't know, 
You didn't instruct him to do this? 


Mey I put ina Caw vores clerify this? Althou.’ 
ve vyher 2 said e% sue Ui “yi ¢ grould like to 

¢ vhe Jarmen enc “giisn Cavarnments and 

of tne cou > ronterred, es Foreign 

Minté anita St 2 61 yrc ronid. 205 heve gone out 
to Surope if these ohieets rere cit a3. -Pney vere vsed 
as a kind of eauouflege to cover Dy +: tion of concluding 
a non-aggression or neutrality treacr’, i 


> 
-*2 
> 


QO. “4t5 whom? 


With Soviet Russia. That ves ny intention from the ster 
42 the attention of the vorld to it. So 
az o kind cf e cemoufzege, end so of 
I co pey wy respect to Mr, 
A nothing. ‘hen T wes coming 
‘st before I -lef% Beriin, in: 
“ysebion with Vor tabbertrop, 1 seid vepen was negot: at- 
3 non-agnresston wroaty or neutrelaty treety, an 
we peaked Yor Pipbentrop ty use his goud offices end in 
a matter of Course than 1 ves on the wey back to Tokyo, it 
wes ony a matter of ‘course that he shouwjd .teke up that 
cuestion. It wes token ap ell through By the Japenese 
Governnent with Soviet, «rie, and then Yoru nipventrvup said 
well you mig ¢ better:pp 73 4% 158 impossible te get it, the 
situetion is such. He sail it would pep, Yee dirficuit. 


Suppose [ hed 2 chance to consonde Av, Lat ™ yay Lees taal of /dthide 2d 1/ 
up, end he seid of course in such a ceses 


Q. It was agrecerbdle to him? 


A, Agreeable or not I don't know, but this is my supposite 
ion. I think Von ribbentrop {megined that IT would never 

be oble to get it, so he said ov courses Ané then I left 
Berlin and !'r. Stehmer, who wes then in Berlin, accompenied 
me es far es the poundery. I told vr, Stahmer thet when I 
went to leave Berlin, tell Von Ribbentrop thet I might post- 
pone my departure by one trein, end go to Leningrad where 

I was in my younger days, and { would try enyhow negotietion: 


a > 


And we psrtcA ang IT snie sic some thinz, not in so much 
dcteil, to the America: aoasezuaor. He called on me at 
the Enbassv - Mr. Eteinhart. I seid I will try to get 
this neutrality pact om non-aggression treaty. He @1so 
told me you van'* eo anything et resent wisn Sovict 
Russin, it is very GiLficaits I s:id 7 think so too but 
4f I sanceed, Abors to weiceme it es onc more 
link for peacc. 


QO, What was the advice of vour American Ambessedor es to 
the consiuston of the Te2.PetTtite aiiiance, bearing on 
the Jepancse reletions aite cue 0.5.7 

A, He knew I wes anvious to improve end maintein peece 
between the two countries, end tnet wes tro or threc deys 
before I left Yoecor I ysved him to wire out my words to 
the Precicent end Mr. Yuli, 


Page 1i) J ‘ 
» How Long did you remain foreign Minister after the 
decleretion of wer by Germany pon Mussia? 


A, The socond Konoye cabinet fell on the 17th, wes it? 
Until thet date. 


Q, The 17th of what? 


A. iA7th of duly. i6th or L7tn; 1 wee THEN elroscy ill, 
you know. I didn't go to the government office. 


Q, Bid you notify the Germen Government thet your Yovern- 


ment did not contemplete an attack on Soviet .ussie? 


A. Yes. I hended a memorendum, the same memorendum to t’ 
Ryssien embcssedor and Cermen end 4+telian, on the seme de: 
Thet was the carly part of July. 

(Page 13) 

Q. Now, you seid here you met :i. Stehmer the first time 
early in September 1940, anc by the 27th dey of the same 
month, you hed econeiuded with his government the Tri- 
Partite alliance, end at thet time you didn't »sk for two 
weeks, did you? 


A. No, not two weeks. It was just Stehmer replied to my 
questions. 


Q. Fven in the ordinery course of events where ell speed 
is necessery, it rcauircs considereble time for the detail 
work of prepering such @ thing es the ™p4-Partite Allience. 


A. Yes, 

(Pages 13 & 14) 

Q. And yeu heve steted here thet you met Sthamer for the 
first time early in September, end that you hed instructed 
Kurusu, *your representative in Berlin, to execute the 
Tri-Pertite pact on the 27th of September, But still, at 
this importont liaison meeting you attended on the night 
of your return fron Moscow, urging you for ection in this 
matter - this proposel from the 0.5. - you pledded fatiguc 
end asked for two weeks : 


A. You must remember the piePartite peas ENdse! RRs ee peeodtl/ 
little deteilsz. This dreft included so meny deteils en 

big questions, such es Prince Konoye meeting the Preside: 

et Honolulu end en exchenge of the navy et Honolulu, etc., 

and so meny grove details. 


Oo, All right, now interrupting here, pleese- You were W’ 
informed end hac carefully studied long before you met 
Stehmer, the purpose end intent of the Trji-Perty allirnce. 
Isn't thet truc? 


Def. Doc. Now 43-4) /¢- Ahi ) 
A. No. 


&. When you executed it over this short period of ‘ime, 
you vere well ecquatited with the entire beckgrounc? 


A. No. 


Oo. It is vour explanation nov thet on ea metter of that 
seriousness, you met the man cerly in September and con- 
cluded the ellience on the 27th? Yet when this U.S. 
proposel is presented to you, you pleeded for two weeks 
time? 

A, Yes, I thought it wes greve enough. 

(Page 15) 

>. In fect, the purpose of the Tri-Partite elliance was 


to neutrelize the effect of the U.S. in the Pecific erea? 
Wesn't thet one of the consideretions in your mind? 


A. No. To neutrelize Germeny and Greet Britein. 


6/3-A-S& 


Z_Merch 1946 


(Page 3) ; 
©. At the time you took over, whrt wes the stete of Germen- 


United Stetes reletions? In your generel opinion? 


A. Thet Americe wes sympethizing end helping Grert Britain 
with its wer equipment, but I did not at the time think of 
fmerice joining directly in the war, end Cermany wes trying 
its best not to come to e clrsh with America. That wes my 
general obsefvation et the time. 


Q. Did you not consider, however, thet the neture of the 
elliance, which wes one of the first officiel ects of your 
government = the conclusion of the Tri-Party eallience - 
would rightfully lerd Americe to the conclusion that it 
wes your intent:on to cooperete with the Hitler or Nezi 
plen of aggressive werfere? 


A. No. I didn't think in thet wey. 

(Pages 11 & 12) 

Q. Did you think, from your experience as e member of the 
Foreign Office and Farcign ifinister of Jepen, that the con- 
clusion of the allirnée with Germeny, Itely end Japen at 
the time, and having in mind ell that hed then occurred in 
Europe, wes conducive to en emiceble condition from which 
you could reelize your ell-time desire to resch en agree- 
ment with the UNited States? 


A. Yes, I thougttof it this vay - by concluding the three- 
perty pect thet would strengthen the Jepenese position a 
little, and then with the preservetion of the netionel dig- 
nity of Jepan, then to the United States PERIS ARIAT Bw le AMBols.org/doc/d62d11/ 
sincerity I can gledly come to en understending in the 

Pecific end grt en ezreement on Ghina proper. Thet is the 

wey thet T thought it out - thet this conclusion of the Tri- 
perty pect might ruffle the feeling © little for some time, 
but showing our sincerity end fricndliness we could gredual- 
ly aecomplish that. And eftcr it wes shown to you that 

even if we hed the three-perty pect, Mr. Yull end the 
President received us openheerted end negotiated those things. 
So it wes not e dreem altogether, 


On June 22 the Germon Government declared war upon 
g'a, didn't they? 


ut thet time. 
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Q. According to this, "Germany invades Russia June 22, 
1941." Also Italy declared war upon Russia June 2? or 
23. Do you recall that? e- 


A. Not the exact date, but I do recall thet sometime 
before that I sent woré to Berlin, I think through 
Ambessador General Ott, to tell Hitler to forebear to 

go to war with Soviet Russia. I wes against it. I do 
recall some of the words. I seid “Even Napoleon made 
faux pas end ycu cen't tell what the fubure has in store" 
end I strongly opposee Germany's going to war with 
Soviet Russia, And in thet connection I must tell you, 
you know upon my return to Tokyo and reporting to the 
Throne and to the Premier about my Europeon trip, I 

seid that the relations between Soviet Russia and Ger- 
many were rethei' dengerous, although I still thought 
that it wes maybe a bluff on both sides, thet after 

all both sides might not go to war. Nevertheless it was 
dangerous. But I took care not to commit anything, and 
not to discuss the situation in Germany, and the Tri- 
Partite Pact did not oblige us to join the wer. 


Q. Therefore July 8 your government told the United 
Stetes Government thet it hed not so far considered the 
possibility of fighting .ussia? 


A. Yes. 


Q. According to this, on July 8 thet ennouncement wes mede, 


A. July 3 I think it wes. I cémmunicated the same thing 

to Russie, Germeny end Italy's embassies, 

(Pages 13 & 14) 

“. Why did the cabinet fail? . 
— os — 


A. I don't know. 


Q. Since you were one of the three or four persons origin- 
ally in the formetion of the cabinet thet sat with Mr. 
Konoye, end two other of the leading ministers, and de-~ 
bated emong yourselves the selection of the other members 
of the cebinet, you were in rélation to the cabinet as a 
whole end the brime Minister, such an importent figure 
thet you were in position to judge why the cabinet feiled. 
A. oc woas not then. weke ros anslance, vriv Hivenuta, ¢ 
member of the cebinet. Konoye never consulted me end he 
apologized profusely afterwards. He did these things 
rether freely. 


Q. It seems thet the Konoye cebinet or government fell, that 
there wes a repid reorgenization, end thet you were the only 
minister who was climineted from the cebinet. Is that 
Correct? 
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9. May I ask you the direct question = wes the fell of th 
then ‘onoye cabinet the result of a disagreement between 
yourself end your foreign policy and Prince Konoye as 
Prime M.nister? 


A. He seys so in his memoirs, Wut ‘no. You must know that 
he seys once in his memoirs, but severel times I told Konoye 
that if I stand in the wey in eny wey about the negotiations 
if he felt so, I would resign at any time not to cause eny 
inconvenience to him, 


* 


wel pee, es De Cee 


A. (Cont.) And we were rather all very intimate on terms, 
and so I told Konoye privetely whenever he thinks it best 
just tell me te resign end I will do so at once. 


%, Iwent to reed from e document which for the present I 
do not choose to identify. The purpose of the reading will 
be to outline t> you whet epperently was the circumstences 
mt the time, enc I will esk you at the conclusion, or if 
you reech importeni points, whether or not you agreé with 
them, "During i!etsuoke's obsence from Tokyo his opponents, 
expecially the pro-Anglo-Sexon circles, tried to improve 
Jepan's relations vith the United Stetes and with Greet 
Britain, which hr¢ beon neglected and hed worsened since 
the conclusion of the Tri-Partite Pact." Is it true, or 

in your opinion do you believe that the. relations between 
Japen and the U.S. hed worsened dince the conclusion of the 
Tri-Partite Pect? 


A. Well, I heve seid thet they may have e ruffled feeling 
somewhat, but my efforts thenceforth were to bring the two 
countries closer. 

(Peges 15 & 16) 

Q. Hed you ever been urged by the German representative 

to reauest your government to enter the wer egeinst Russie? 


A. No. 


©, So thet if there is documentery evidence in the neture 

of disprtchcs between Berlin and Tokyo requesting such asetion, 
to wit: the going to wer by Jepan against Sussia, they are 
either mistaken or falsc? 


A, Fabricetions. Of course Oshima, our embassedor, sent a 
wire asking whet Jepen will do. So we considered end de- 
cided not to join the wer, ‘ 


Q. Reeding further, "The Japenese Government replied through 
Mr, Metsuoka thet it did not contemplate an! attack ageinst 
Sovict Russie. Indeed, with the excdption of a few military 
hotheecs, nobody in Jepen wanted wer egsinst Russia. Press 
end public opinion were puzzled end confused by the sudden 
Germen atteck on the Soviet especially after the much- 
edvertised German-Russian non-eggression pect of October 1939. 
The Jepencse government itself hed just concluded a neutrel- 
ity pect with the Soviet. They hed no actual conflict with 
Russia and consideree Jepen not prepered for such a wer. 
Furthermore, it hoped to find en agreement with the United 
Stetes in the Chine qucstion which would be impossible in 
case of e Japencse atteck upon Soviet sussia."” Do you re- 
coll meking such e reply to ~-- well, obviously, if no such 
request wes ever mede of you, you never mede such e reply? 


A. No. ‘hen Oshime wired out inquiring whet should Japan 

do, I think he hed it in his telegrem thet H,tler said 

whether Japan would join or not ell devends on Japan ond he 

is not esking for Jepan to decide either PUBYy pu: Bor Glerhhterlyys/docid62d11/ 
9 I seic yesterday, gucstioned Jepan's help. 

_ A) ~ 


21 March 1946 
(Page 4) 
Well now, Mr. Metsuoke at that time, did you con- 


Sider thet the a incagentanionine or’ neutrelity pect with Kussia 
wes of such importence to your government? 


A. That wes my progrom from the stert. It hed been my con- 
tention for yeers to be on better terms with Soviet Russia. 
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Q. Why wes it so important et this time thet you urged 
the other powerful member of the tri-partite allience to 
use the force of their good offices to assist you in 
obteining this? 


A. I thought Germany wes very close end on friencly terms 
with Sovict Russia, ené hed e chence to meke use of. their 

good offices. Let me complete what I wish to sey. ‘hen I 
reaéhed Berlin it wes I who seid to von Ribbentrop whether 
he could use good offices concerning the subject. Then he 
began to explein the situetion, end concluded thet is wes 
impossible for Germeny, in the circumstances, to do So. 


Q, Why did you find it urgent end necessery at this period 
in the internetional relations of Jepan to have such a 
treaty with tiussie? 


A. Well, thet wes my progrem, end after obteining neutrel- 
ity pact or non-oggression pect, there were two drefts, 

you know, so thet I might efter rdjusting the relations 
with Sovict sussir, eveil myself of opportune moment to 

go to the U, S. end telk with the President end Mr, Hull 
about the Pecific, end sbout the China problem. 


©. And did you consider thet this non-aggression treety 
wes e@ necessary step before negotieting the Chinese pro- 
blem with the U.S.? 


As Yes. 
Q. Vhy? 


A, SO 4if possible to enlist the eid of Soviet Russia elso 
to our emicrbde settlement with Cvine. And I must tell 
you, es I said the other day, thet my visit to Berlin and 
iome wes lergely a kind of cemouflege, rnd my reel intent- 
ions from the stert when I ves leaving “okyo was to con- 
clude tht neutrelity pect or non-eggression treaty with 
Sovict Russie. 


Q. Very well. Ves this not inconsistcnt with the prin- 
ciples of the anti-Commintern Pact, previously entered into 
by your government end Germany and Itely, end other netions? 


A. No, I don't regard it so. And anyhow, the Anti- Comin- 
tern Pact wes es good es dead then. 

(Page 7) ; 

Q. Now, since you found it so difficult over such a long 
period of timc, you had even urged es you say, von Ribben- 
trop by telegrem to use his good offices to essist in get- 
ting this treety -- how do you account for the fact thot 
in the finel enalysis you were eble to conclude this treaty 
in e short perio? of time without, es you sey, the . good 
offices of Cermany? 


4. I think if I could see Stalin in pe n don't think 
I could ever herve gotten thet pect oth Bikey iad the doordezat 


or three conferences with Mr. Molotov but I despaired, At 
the lest, Mr. Stalin wes to see me, and I telked streight 
with him and I reminded him thet mine wes not en improvised 
policy but thet he perhaps knew I wes working for more re- 
lations, better reletions between Soviet Russia and Japan--- 
or, I should sey between Aussia end Jepan because there was 
no Soviet Russia long many tens of yexrs ego. Phet I hed 
thet policy for more then thirty ycers, and he knew it, 
this Stelin, 
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(Pages 10 & 11) 

%. "“Regerding the discussions between the Fuehrer end 
the Jepencse Forcign “Minister, in the presence of the 
RAM and the Minister of Stete, Meisner, in Berlin, 4 April 
1941." --- do you recell thet? April 1941 you hed a dis- 
cussion with the Fuehrer, the Foreign Minister of Germany, 
end one Hr. Neisner, Minister of State in Berlin, 


A.- I don't know the exact dete, or Ninister Meisner, who 
he is. I went to say goodbye end tender thenks to the 
Fuehrer before entreining for Rome, before I left Berlin, 


9, This wes a conversetion in which those persons above- 
mentioned end yourself were present. To: refresh your re- 
collection, I will reed, "Metsuoke further mentioned thet 
he wes induced to meke these endeavors for peece perticul- 
erly in view of the personelity of Cardinal Gespari. 
Furthermore, he hed endervored to convince the Pope that 
the U. S. end particulerly the &mericen President would 

- prolong the wer in Europe end China. It ves not a question 
to determine if America end the President were right or 
wrong; they certeinly hed their definite reesons for 
their policy. Nctwithstending the reeson, or right or 
wrong, one had to stcte the facts. In regerd to China, 
he hed tricd to convince the Pope thet Japen wes ‘not fight- 
ing the uninese or Chine herself, but merely Bolshevism, 
which threetened to spreed in China ané the entire Hest, 
It is regretful thet Americe ane Snglend aided Bdshovism." 
Do you recell meking thet conversetion?. Reporting to them 
what you had discussed with the Pope or Cerdinel Gespari? 


A. I don't discuss with Cerdinal Gesperi, therefore there 
is no resson why I should talk about my conversetion with 
him, but my conversetion with the Pope, of course, I just 
carefully told Hitler thet I prejected myself to his Holi- 
ness end I sought his aid for perce, and I don't think I 
said thet Greet Britein end !merica aided the Chinese in 
Bolshevism. But I seid to His Holiness I besought his 
Holiness the Pope to use his Catholic influence in improv- 
ing and meinteining peace --- mainteining end preserving 
peace between Americe end Jepan. 


9. Did you tell Hytler end von Kibbentrop end Meisner 
thet, on 4 April 19417? 


A. Well, whether I told it in such deteil I don't recell 
but I said more the purpose of calling on the Pope. I told 
Hitler. And elso thrt I sought sid of his Cetholic in- 
fluence to induce Chine to come to peece with Japan. 

(Page 26) 

%, “hat wes the reason for your resignetion? 


A. That iionoye asked me to resign, As I have toldtyou, I 
wes thinking of resigning beceuse of the things errried on 
ochina my beck. 

G/3-A-70 
12 Merch 1946 
(Pages 1 & 2 in 
“. Now, for the purpose of outling to you, Mr. Metsuoka, 
whet we will take up this afternoon, I will attempt to go again 
into your relations with Germeny concerning the Tri-Pert- 
ite Allience, perticulerly your visit to Germeny and Moscow 
in “‘erch 1941. 
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A. Yes, 


Q. Now, did you receive any instructions from the Prime 
Minister, Prince, Konoye, concerning this visit which you 
made to Berlin and Mascow? 

&. No. 


Def, Doo. Non (| S™ A (Got) 


©, Did you discuss your departure with him? 


A. Yes. 
Q. What did he heve to sey with respeet to this trip? 


lal . ov) 
A. He doesn't c@ke to heve an opinion sbout it, but he 
agreed to my visiting Europe end I told him I wes merely 
moking my visit to Berlin erd Kome more e kind of camou- 
flage in my attempt to conciude the Tri--_Partite Pact or 
non-eggression treety with the Aussians, end otherwise 
improve the relations between Soviet Russia and Jepen,. 


Q, Now, you mentioned the Tri-Pertite Pact. Wes thet en 
error? 


&. Thet wes 8 misteke, I meent the neutrality pect. I 
heve trouble sometimes to repest those two treetics. 
Nevertheless, we hod two drefts under discussion with 
‘our fmbessedor et Moscow, end Mr. Molotov. Thrt is why 
I elveys refer to two. 


9, “hat wes the Prime M nister's attitude with respect 
te the conclusion of this ncutrelity pact with Russie? 


‘A. Of course.he wes for it, het is, from the beginning 


of hi® cabinet it wes egrcee@ uvon, you know, between the 
Prime Minister and myself. 
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(“xcerpts from the Interrogation of HATSUOKA, Ycsuke) 
Sugeme Prison, Tokyo. 


re 46 


®, Nev, “eving in mind the essense of the meaning of 
the words non-aggression treety, to whom or to which 
netion do you think the beneficial implication cf this 
term non-aggression accrued? Tc Jépan or to Russia? 


A. Chiefly to Jepan, because we would never encroach 
upon Russia. ‘Ye would never be aggressor toward Russia. 


Q. “ell, it is true, isn't it, thet back in 1937 or 36, 
or somewhere in that period of time, your government 
entered into a treety or pact, so-called, the Anti-Comin- 
tern Pect, including your nation, Germany end Itely, and 
@ number of other netions who subsequently joined in this 
Anti-Vomintern Pact? 


A. Yes. Italy, I think, joined later. 


%. Now, isn't it true that according to your testimony, 
or questions ene answers made here yesterday, you made 
representation that in your visit to the Pope at some, 
end also that you restated your conversation with the 
Pope to Hitler, in which you outlined thet Communism in 
the Fer East, end its spreed in China and Menchurie wes 
the basis of the initiative taken by Japen in thet area 
to stebilize her interests end that of the peoples of 
thet region? 


&. “hat initiative? 


QO. The question now is did yeu not represent in your 

conversation with the Pope, when he requested that you 

do what you could to bring about peace, did you not say 
that the peece of the Frr “ast wes disturbed by the 


spreed of Communism in the arees outlined in the previous 
question? 


A. Disturbed, yes. 
Q. “hat would you sey? 


A. “e were trying our best to prevent the spread of 
Communism, 


Q, Where? 
A. In the Fer Eest. 


Q. And by trying to prevent the spreed, what do you mean? 
Vhat did you do or whet did your government do? 


A. We employed meny means eveileble. 


O. fnd it wes these means that were PURBAHP Ate wlesdivols-veseq{do2d11/ 
this representetion wes made to attempt to bring peece to 
the world, isn't thet true? Now then, is it not true thet 
the Jepanese government and the ‘ussian vovernment hed a 
besis upon which Jepen wes opposed to the Russian Govern- 
ment as such in its initiative, so-called, in the spreed 

of Communism in Menchurie and Chine. Is thet truce? 

A. That is rether a positive question but this anti-Cemin- 
tern wes egeinst Communism, It doesn't directly oppose . 
Russie end Lussia herself seid thet they were not distnnste 
ful of Communism, Soviet fussie ard Communism are two dif. 
ferent things. They themselves claimed and we never’ question 
abcut ‘tt. 
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REJECTED 


4 613-A-13 
EXCERPTS FRO} THE INTERROGATION OF MATSUOKA, YOSUXE 


Sugamo Priion, Tokyo 


12 March 1946 


Qe Now, did Admiral Nomura ¢o0 to the U.S. as ambassador during your term of 
office as Foreign iinister? 


I asked him and for three months he refused, but I insisted because I 
thoucht he was best man to co out to Washington. 


And was he still there when you left office in July of 19417 
Yese 


Why did you coasider Admiral ilomura the best suited person to deal in 
theso matters? 


I know him to be a friend of the democrat and he had many friends among 
the fiavy men and he was very popular, and I thoucht he vas the bost man’ 
to improve and maintain pease hetiveen the tvo countriese And yoors ago, 
you know, when I was in Sit, one day I urged upon Aduiral somura while’ 

_he was in the Navy Officn, *o vecome Japanose Ambassador at “lashington, 
wiaich he refused. lforeover, he was a most intimate friend of nine from 
our youthhood. 


‘that was the cause of his many fricnds in America and the hich rosard which 
you considered hii to hold in Anerica, that you considered hin best suited 
to send at that tine. 


Ae His personal amiability. (#ace 25 - 24) 


14 larch 1946 


Q. Now, Article 5, “Germany, Italy and Japan agree to cooverate in their 
efforts on the aforesaid linose ‘they further undorteke to assist one 
another with all »olitical, economic and nilitary means when one of the 
three contracting partics is uttacked by a powcr at »resent not involved 
in the Suroyeon Yiar or in the Chinese-Japanese conflict." Did that 
article give rise to any considerably discussion befors the Privy Council? 


Yos, naturally. 


Can you tell mo, at loast in substance, whet was the uature of tho 
discussion? 


Japan's taking part, for instanoo, irmediately in the war, and I said 
that we understood upon cousultation it reostod with Japan alone to docide 
whether to join ar not to join in the war. And Gormany and Italy oqually 


had that rirsht. 


Yos, woll this article here doesn't state in so many werds that there shai? 
bo a consultation to dotornine this. 
PURL: http://www.legal-tools.org/doc/di 
I think oithor on tne reco of that treat’ sorcewhers, or ino sooret s.o7g/dori aan 
understanding. 
Thore was that understandins? 


Yes. (Pace 16 = 17) 


Sugamo Priion, Tokyo 


12 March 1946 


Qe Now, did Admiral Nomura co to the U.S. as arbassador during your term of 
office as Foreign Llinister? 

Ae I asked him and for three months he refused, but I insisted because I 
thought he was best man to vo out to Washington. 


And was he still there -when you left office in July of 1941? 


Yese 


Why did you coasider Admiral Nomura the best suited person to deal in 
theso matters? 


I know him to be a friond of the democrat and he had many friends among 
the finavy men and he was very popular, and I thought he vas the best man’ 
to improve and maintain peaée between the two countries. And ysors ago, 
you know, when I was in S?R, one day I urged upon Adiairal Nomura while’ 

he was in the Navy Officn, *o »ecome Japanose Ambassador at “lashington, 

waich he refused. loreover, he was a most intimate friend of nine from 
our youthhood. 


What was the cause of his many fricnds in America and the hivh ro;ard which 
you considered him to hold in America, that you considered hin best suited 
to send at that tine. 


Ae His personal amiability. (Passe 24 - 24) 


’ 


14 larch 1946 


Qe Now, Article 35, "Germany, Italy and Japan agree to cooperate in their 
‘ efforts on the aforesaid linese ‘they further undorteke to assist one 
another vith all »olitical, cconomic and military means when ono of the 
three contracting partiss is attacked by « power at »resent not involved 
in the Suroyeon Yiar or in the Chinese-Japancse conflict." Did that 
article give rise to any consideraly discussion befors the Privy Couacil? 


Yos, naturally. 


Can you tell imo, at lcast in substance, whet was the nature of the 
discussion? 


Japan's taking part, for instanos, iruiediately in the war, and I said 
that we understood unon consultation it rested with Japen alone to docide 
whether to join ar not to join in the war. And Germany and Italy cqually 
had that right. 


Yos, woll this article here doesn't state in so many words that there shai’ 
bo a consultation to determine this. 


I think cithor on the fece of that treaty soaowhers, or in a secrot 
understanding. 


Thore was that understandins? 


Yese (Pare 16 = 17) 
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EXCERPTS FROM THE INTERROGATION OF MATSUOKA, YOSUXE 


Sugano Prison, Tokyo 


12 March 1946 


Qe 


Ae 


Now, did Admiral Nomura ¢0 to the U.S. as arbassador during your term of 


office as Foreign ilinister? 


I asked him and for three months he refused, but I insisted because I 
thought he was best man to ro out to Washington. 


And was he still there when you left office in July of 19417 
Yese 


Why did you coisider fdmiral Womura the best suited person to deal in 
theso matters? 


I know him to be a friend of the democrat and he had many friends among 
the fiavy men and he was very sopular, and I thourkt he vas the bost man’ 
to improve and maintain pease hetyeen the tvo countries. And yoars 860, 
you know, when Iwas in SH, one day I urged upoa Adisiral Vomura while’ 


_he was in the Navy Officn, *o vecone Japanose Ambassador at “Iashington, 


waich he refused. loreover, ho was 6 most intinate friend of nine from 
our youthhood. 

What was the cause of his many fricnds in fmerica and the hi~h ro;ard which 
you considered hii to hold in America, that you considered hin dest suited 
to send at that tine. 


His personal aniability. (Passe 25 - 24) 


14 larch 1946 


Qe 


Now, Article 3, “Germany, Italy and Japan agree +o cooperate in their 
efforts on the aforesaid linese ‘hey further underteke to assist one 
another with all olitical, cconomic and nilivary means when ono of the 
three contracting partics is attacked by a powcr at present 10t involved 
in the Suroyeon “iar or in the Chinese-Japanese conflict.” Did that 
article give riso to any considerably discussion boforo the Privy Council? 


Yos, naturally. 


Can you tell mo, at least in substance, what was the m1. 

discussion? 

Japan's taking part, for instanos, iruiediately in the war, and 

that we understood upon consultation 44 rostod with dJapen alono to docide 
whether to join ar not to join in the war. Amd Gormany and Italy oqually 
had that richt. 


Yos, woll this article here doesn't state in so many words that thcro shai* 
be a consultation to dotorming this. 


I think eithor on tne reco that treaty sor1owher puRE: He whee 
‘ 5 f wl a 
understanding. tb egal-tools.org/doc/d62d11/ 


Thore was that understanding? 


(Pace 16 = 17) 
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Excerptsfrom Interrogation of MATSIOAA Yosuke 


6 March 19,6 (Page h) 


G. Who was the Japanese Ambassador at Berlin at the time of 
the céncluston of the Tri-Partite Fact? 


Mr. Kurusu.e 


Do you know, as a matter of fact, that Mr. Oshima worked 
diligently to conclude the Tri-Partite Fact or alliance, 
even before this time we are speaking of now? 


I heard about it, out not in my time. He was not consulted 
at all by me. 


Now, you visited Berlin, didn't you, and talked with 
Ribbentrop and Hitler, didn't you? Was that after the 
conclusion of the pact? 


Yes, it came about this way - on the day we concluded that 
pact, I spoke over the telephone with Von Ribbentrop and 
with Count Ciano. They both invited me to visit them, and 

I said if the conditions were right, I may do soe. So, later 
on I went out to visit Europe. But that again - in proper 
place I will explain. 


Did you g$ first to Berlin, or first to Moscow? 


I passed through Moscow, and so I stopped one day and paid 
my respects to Mr. Stalin, and then went to Berlin. 


‘ 
Ih Berlin did you have conversations with Oshima? 
Some casual conversations, but not on business. 


7 March 196 (Page 6) 


Ge So that if there is documentary evidence in the nature of dis- 
patches between Berlin and Tokys requesting such action, to 
wit: the going to war by Japan against Russia, they are 
either mistaken or false? 


A. Fabrications. Of course, OSHIMA, our ambassador, sent a wire 
(asking) what Japan will do. So we considered and decided not 
to join the war. 


Reading further, "The Japanese Government replied through Mr. 
Matsuoka that it did not contemplate an attack against Soviet 
Russia. Indeed, with the exception of a few military hotheads 
nebody in Japan wanted war against Rus si abURIpbiipd ay wanlepalrsonlgora/dociie2d11/ 
opinion were puzzled and confused by the sudden German attack 
on the Soviet especially after the much-advertised German- 
Russia non-aggression pact of October 1939. The Japanese 
Government itself had just concluded a neutrality pact with 
the Soviet. They had no actual gonflict with Russia and 
considered Japan not prepared for such 1 war. Furthermore, 

it heped to find an agreement with the United States in the 
China question which would be impsssible in case of a Japanese 
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ack upon Soviet Russia", Do you reeall making such a 
F tc well, obviously, if no such request was ever 
you never made such a reply? 


when Oshima wired out inquiring what should Japan do. 
ne had it in hts telegram that Hitler said whethor 
would join or not all depends on Japan and he is not 

7 idg €: > wey. So Germany, as I 


ay 


12 March 1916 (Page 7) 


Well, as Foreign Minister, didn't you usually take the advice 
of your Ambassador in these foreifn cabinets, on matters like 
that? 


That depends upon the question. It is my principle not to 
discuss with Ambassadors anything he presents, 


Well, he was sent to Berlin as a member of your Foreign 
Ministry when you were Foreign Minister, 


Yes. 

But in any event to sum up the purpose of this cuestion - 
Germany may have known in April when you were talking to them 
about concluding this non-aggression pact, that they had 
every intention of going to war with russia, 


I doubt it very much, 


But they did not raise any objection when you suggested you 
were about to conclude 4 non-aggression pact? 


No. 

And you did conclude such a pact? 

Y C86 

Now I assume that in your deliberation for the conclusion of 

this non-aggression pact with Russia, you were advised by 

other members of the cabinet? 

} lo . 

Did you discuss the matter with other members of the cabinet? 
PURL: http://www. legal-tools.org/doc/d62d11/ 

Not with all. 

Did you discuss it with any of the membors of the cabinet? 

With the Premier, Konoye, the Minister of War, Minister of 


Navy, and I think it included the Chief of Staff and Chief 
of Naval Operations. 
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BR. 


Q 


A. 


Was the Finance Ninister in on the discusyior? 


I don't remember. 


What was the nature of your discussions with these members 
of the cabinet? 


I don't exactly discuss, but I told then that I was going 
to, and none raised any objection. In fact, they knew it 
was being discussed at lioscow between our 4mbassador 2nd 
Mr. Molotov for some time. 
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